Conclusions
In the long run, Tanzania will be able to rely on electricity to meet its energy demand. However, universal access
to electricity is not likely to occur in the short and medium term and so alternatives must be seriously considered.
It is imperative that Tanzania recognises the importance of charcoal such that it can become a valuable, renewable
and sustainable energy source. Charcoal is pro-poor, can be pro-development and a potential driver of economic
growth. Fundamental to this positive change will be a shift in attitude away from being ashamed of Tanzania’s
association with charcoal and towards empowering citizens to develop the sector. Charcoal is and will increasingly
be a part of the energy mix across the globe for both developed and developing nations. As H.E. Dr. Mohammed
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Gharib Bilal, Vice President of the United Republic of Tanzania and Patron of the Green Growth Platform implores,
there is an urgent need for thinking outside the box. New ideas are needed to sustainably meet energy demand.
Charcoal must be included in the energy mix and addressed for what it is and will be, rather than what it was.
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This brief argues that charcoal is pro-poor, can be pro-development
and a potential driver of economic growth. Instead of being ashamed
of the country’s association with charcoal, Tanzania can empower
its citizens to develop and modernise the sector so that charcoal
becomes a valuable, renewable, sustainable energy source.1

Introduction
According to the 2010 Tanzania Demographic and
Health Survey (TDHS), charcoal accounts for almost
two-thirds

of

urban

domestic

energy

usage

for

cooking (NBS & ICF Macro, 2011). Charcoal and fuel wood
combined account for 94.6% of Tanzania’s cooking
energy (Table 1). This is largely due to the low
purchasing power of the majority of Tanzanians
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Table 1: Sources of energy for cooking in Tanzania, 2010

		

Urban

Rural

All Households

Electricity

3.8

0.2

1.1

LPG/Natural gas/ Biogas

0.9

0.0

0.3

Paraffin/Kerosene

9.4

0.4

2.7

Charcoal

62.2

6.3

20.7

Wood

20.7

92.4

73.9

Other

3.1

0.6

1.2

Source: TDHS 2010

This brief was prepared following a Green Growth Platform plenary organised by UONGOZI Institute on “Environmental challenges for Tanzania’s development and energy
security”, which was held in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on 13 February 2013. It draws significantly on the presentation, Biomass energy: Potential opportunities and challenges for
Tanzania given by Professor Romanus Ishengoma of Sokoine University of Agriculture, Tanzania.
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charcoal in Tanzania will only intensify the negative impacts
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forest carbon stocks (REDD+), and the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) under the Kyoto Protocol are adding
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strategies with regards to renewable energy sources. These
initiatives are supported by the UN-REDD Programme and
the Forest Carbon Partnerships Facility as well as various
bilateral partnerships.
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be socially viable and ‘climate-neutral’, the wood must be
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The data is available on the FAO Website (accessed 12 March 2013) http://www.fao.org/forestry/country/57025/en/tza/
Note: The dip in recorded production between 1991 and 1993 is caused by differences in data sources; All the data is sourced from the FAO website,
which aggregates data from various sources, the dip coincides with sourcing exclusively from the Government of Tanzania’s official estimates. Refer to
the FAOSTAT website for details.

3 Including National Energy Policy (2003), Rural Energy Act (2005); MKUKUTA I and II; The Tanzania five-year development plan 2011/12 – 2015/16; The
National Forest Policy (1998); The Forest Act (2002); National Environmental Management Act (2004)
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Conclusions
In the long run, Tanzania will be able to rely on electricity to meet its energy demand. However, universal access
to electricity is not likely to occur in the short and medium term and so alternatives must be seriously considered.
It is imperative that Tanzania recognises the importance of charcoal such that it can become a valuable, renewable
and sustainable energy source. Charcoal is pro-poor, can be pro-development and a potential driver of economic
growth. Fundamental to this positive change will be a shift in attitude away from being ashamed of Tanzania’s
association with charcoal and towards empowering citizens to develop the sector. Charcoal is and will increasingly
be a part of the energy mix across the globe for both developed and developing nations. As H.E. Dr. Mohammed
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Gharib Bilal, Vice President of the United Republic of Tanzania and Patron of the Green Growth Platform implores,
there is an urgent need for thinking outside the box. New ideas are needed to sustainably meet energy demand.
Charcoal must be included in the energy mix and addressed for what it is and will be, rather than what it was.
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